WHAT TYPE OF TELEVISION DO WE WANT IN CROATIA?

The Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Croatia recently announced a call for a public discussion on the procedures of electing members of the Programme Council of the Croatian Radio Television (HRT) and Electronic Media Council. In this article I shall only touch upon the importance of making an appropriate selection of the HRT Programme Council members.

I would primarily like to dwell upon the relevance and role of Croatian television.  Namely, over 80% of the Croatian population watches Croatian television, meaning that it has a key role not only in the entertainment of our citizens, but also in their informing, education and opinion forming.

In my view the fact that Croatian television is “public” should not be denoted in its name because that should be something taken as a matter of course. It is much more important to emphasize that it is the Croatian state television whose primary task is to protect and promote national interests of the Croatian state. In this respect I have in mind the appropriate following and commenting of all political events of national interest, the marking of all important national holidays and events, the commemoration of all significant national historical and cultural events. In addition, it is necessary to focus to a much greater extent on education and informing than on stultifying the public with trashy contents and advertisements.

Due to all that, the Radio television Programme Council should be composed not so much of “public” figures as of responsible, professional and patriotic individuals. With all due respect to publishers, actors, representatives of non-governmental organizations I believe that the programme council needs competent intellectuals, representatives of specific  fields of science, the arts,  philosophy, religion, representatives of legal sciences, health, the economy and political sciences, etc. If we analyze the composition of the Programme Council we ask ourselves where are Croatian intellectuals, the incontestable authorities in the fields of literature, visual arts, music, prominent directors, where are members of scientific institutes, faculties, Matrix Croatica, the Academy?

Precisely because of that the programmes are flooded with cheap entertainment, completely wrong messages on actual social and personal values, movies full of violence and blood, valueless soaps and series, which in effect insult by their value ridden contents common sense and good taste. Who is responsible for such a state? Cheap and shallow entertainment programmes and soap operas are shown at prime time while educational programmes and debates (such as “Otvoreno” for example” are broadcast late at night or at inappropriate times. Why? Croatian national television is increasingly flooded with aggressive advertisements that promote a consumer mentality, inappropriate attitude toward life, as if life was only youth, health, entertainment and pleasure, advertise the consumption of alcohol, namely beer drinking and shamelessly connecting it with sport. Who is responsible for all that?

Is it not possible for the Croatian state and Croatian citizens to programme and financially support their two state television channels without trashy contents and failed broadcasts? It would be appropriate to have one channel showing historical, cultural, religious, economic and political and artistic programmes and the other to broadcast primarily news programmes, entertainment and sports. How is it possible that the programme council and editorial board of Croatian Television harass Croatian citizens who wish to hear the latest news and weather report with unavoidable sport programmes and their two blocs of aggressive advertisements that promote an evidently unhealthy way of life?

Who is responsible for that?

Finally, is it really necessary to broadcast a day long television programme?  What is the purpose of programmes shown in the morning when people are at the work and children in school, or else late at night when the whole nation is asleep? Housekeepers and pensioners also have their duties, at least in the morning or at least their lives should be organized in that way in order for them to remain healthy. Who remains? Those who are ill, persons serving sentences in prison, the feeble, night workers etc., for whom special programmes or cable television could be introduced. I consider that the great majority of the population should not have to stand inadequacies in the programming due to a small number of exceptions. The possibility of introducing morning programmes during vacations and school holidays should be considered.  

I believe I am not the only one deeply discontent with the programme orientation of Croatian television that is primarily the consequence of the poor selection of the members of the Croatian Radio Television Programme Council.  Therefore, I call upon all the representatives of the “silent” intelligentsia as well as other informed, good intentioned and patriotic individuals to take part in the discussion on the criteria and manner of selecting members of the Programme Council of Croatian Radio Television.
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